
evanston
Baseball &  Softball Association

This newsletter contains the information you will need to 
register for the 2008 season of the Evanston Baseball and 
Softball Association.

·  If you have played in the EBSA in the past, you  
will receive a pre-filled registration form and there  
will be no need to send in the registration form in  
this newsletter. 

·  If you are new to the EBSA, please complete the form and send it in.

·  The registration deadline for all leagues is February 29, 2008
·  Please note: For the Rookie, Farm, and softball leagues, if you register by the February 29 
deadline, we can place your child with friends or classmates. If you register late your child will 
be placed where there are openings. There will be no exceptions. (Middle, Major, and Pony 
teams are assembled based on player ability in order to balance play.)

·  Our main form of communication is e-mail so the sooner you register, the sooner you will 
receive our e-mail newsletters.

Our website carries a wealth of information, or call the hotline.
www.evanstonbaseball.com or www.evanstonsoftball.com, 847-604-1266.
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The EBSA Mission
To teach Evanston's young people the skills, values, and just 
plain fun of baseball and fast pitch softball. We have been 
Evanston's main youth baseball and softball program for 
almost 60 years.

Presidents’•Message
Welcome to the 2008 season of the Evanston Baseball and 
Softball Association. We look forward to a fine season of 
baseball and fast-pitch softball. If you live in Evanston or the 
Skokie-Evanston neighborhood, we invite you to join the 
fun. We have terrific programs for boys and girls age five 
through 15.

Here are a few highlights of the coming season:

1)  Expanded Softball for 7-Year Olds. Last year we 
offered softball for seven year olds for the first time. It was 
a big hit and we look forward to more girls playing this 
season. (page 4)

2)  A huge EBSA raffle! We are changing the way we sell 
our raffle tickets this season in a way that will ensure 
all families participate. We will appreciate your support 
in this new approach that will greatly strengthen our 
financial base. (page 3)

3)  All travel options for older players. For the first time 
we will field travel teams for 13 and 14-year olds that will 
offer the option of an all-travel schedule. (page 3)

4)  Coordination with AYSO and Team Evanston. 
To encourage young people to explore multiple sports, 
we coordinate with soccer to avoid as many conflicts as 
possible. We encourage players to explore more than one 
sport. (page 2)

5)  Play ball with your friends. In the Rookie and Farm 
Leagues, if you register by February 29, we will put your 
child on a team with friends or schoolmates. (page 3)

It promises to be the finest season yet for your baseball and 
fast-pitch softball association.

Bill Blanchard Mike Weber
Co-Presidents, EBSA

NewsletterÐ 2008 Season

Our Values 
We believe that community baseball and fast-pitch softball 
should be open to all boys and girls. Our no-cut programs 
ensure that all registered players will have the opportunity 
to fully participate. We believe that ability to pay should not 
be a factor and so offer financial aid to all who need it. We 
believe in the value of participating in multiple sports. We 
make every effort to keep the game in perspective, insisting 
that players, parents, coaches, and umpires treat one another 
with respect.

Dates•to•Remember
Jan. 20-21 Martin Luther King weekend camp with Evanston Pitch and Hit
Feb. 24 Farm League clinic/registration day at ETHS
Feb. 29 Registration deadline: All Leagues
March 2 Rookie League clinic
April 12 Middle, Major, Pony leagues open
April 19 Rookie, Farm leagues open
May 19 Softball leagues open
June 7 Baseball/Softball Fest 
June 8-15 Tournament week  (Season ends for Middle, Major, Pony)
June 7 Travel baseball season opens (North Shore League)
June 21 July Ball opens
June 21-27 Cooperstown Tournaments-two 12-year old travel teams to attend
June 28 Rookie, Farm and Softball Leagues end  
July 13 8-year-old Grand Slam Tournament
July 26 July Ball ends
July 27 Travel season ends
September 6 Fall Ball opens and runs through October



Major•League:•Ages•11-12•
While most players in the Major League have prior baseball experience, we have 
seen many youngsters start the game at the Major League level if they have the 
desire and athletic ability. Games are played on Saturday afternoons, with one 
or two games midweek. Leadoffs and base stealing become part of the game. 
All games are umpired. Innings end with three outs or when the roster bats. 
Teams are formed with the objective of evenness and balance. A championship 
tournament ends the season. 

Pony•League:•Ages•13-15•
In this league, all 
the rules of baseball 
are in force, 
including leadoffs 
and stealing. 
Teams are formed 
with the objective 
of evenness and 
balance. Umpires 
work all games. 
Some Pony League 
games are played 
under the lights at 
James Park. Up to 
three games are played each week, typically with one weekend game and one or 
two in midweek. 

The•Baseball•Leagues

Rookie•League:•Ages•
5-6•
The Rookie League is a wonderful introduction 
to the sport. (Girls interested in softball should 
play in the Rookie League, with the option 
of switching from baseball to softball at age 
seven or age eight.)  Games are Saturday 
morning at 9, with a midweek game after 
school is out. Teams have 12 players, ensuring 
the most possible individual attention. A 
batting T is used to emphasize the importance 
of learning a proper swing, with some 

pitching by coaches. If your child is 5 he or she can absolutely learn baseball skills.

Farm•League:•Ages•7-8•(See•also•girls,•age•7,•softball)

Coaches pitch in this developmental league for boys and girls age 7-8. Games are 
played at 1 pm on Saturday afternoons, with one midweek game after school 
ends. Emphasis is on the fundamentals of the game with children playing all 
the positions. Innings are over when three outs are made. For many children the 
Farm League is their entry point to baseball. Important Note: There are two Farm 
League divisions, Farm-Orange for 8-year-olds and Farm-Blue for 7-year-olds. This 
age-group division ensures a higher quality of instruction and play for youngsters 
in both groups, and the introduction of age-appropriate skills. 

Middle•League:•Ages•9-10•
The Middle League is another fine entry point to the game. The Middle League 
plays at 10:45 on Saturdays, with one midweek game. Players pitch and innings 
are over when there are three outs or five runs are scored. Umpires work each 
game and the season ends with a championship tournament. Teams are formed 
with the objective of evenness and balance. 
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In all the baseball leagues of the Evanston Baseball and Softball Association, every registered player plays in every game that he or she attends. We also know that the better a 
player's skills, the more fun the game will be. So we emphasize teaching the game as well as playing. In all EBSA programs, scholarships are available for all who need them. 

Coordination•with•Soccer
Through an agreement with Team Evanston, we play Middle League games at 
10:45 am on Saturdays. We do this to accommodate the significant number of 
children age 10 and under who play travel soccer in the spring. We are doing 
this because we believe in the value of children having the opportunity to play 
multiple sports and want to do what we can to help minimize conflicts. If your 
child has ability in multiple sports, nurture it. 

Baseball•Playing•Age
Special•Note•About•“ Playing•Up.”
In the house leagues, the league age is based on age as of August 31, 2008. 
The exception to this rule is for players born during August, in which case the 
player has the option of playing up with his or her classmates or down with his 
or her age group.

The Travel Leagues in which we compete set May 1, 2008 as the age ªas-ofº 
date. EBSA policy is that for travel ball, your child will have the option of 
playing ªyoungerº or ªolderº if his or her birthday falls between May 1 and  
August 31.

The EBSA will not grant waivers to play up beyond the guidelines listed above. 

Baseball•Key•Contacts
Co-Presidents

Mike Weber mweber@leoweber.com Bill Blanchard wkbesq@yahoo.com

The•Commissioners
Rookie League
 Tom Skidmore  tom.skidmore@comcast.net
 Kevin Riefke  kreifke@aol.com 
Farm League  
 David Campbell  dcampbe@gsb.uchicago.edu
 Mike Hamann  hamann@ameritech.net
Middle League 
 David Haracz   dolanharacz@sbcglobal.net
Major League 
 Jim O'Neil   JimOneil@addedsales.com
Pony League  
 Henry Kleschen   henry.kleschen@wellsfargo.com
 Travel Teams
 Greg Klaiber   Gklaibs@earthlink.net
 David Haracz   dolanharacz@sbcglobal.net
Jackie Robinson League 
 Scott Hunter   ashmtg@usa.net 



Rookie•and•Farm•Leagues
For these two leagues players are matched with classmates, friends, 
and others from their neighborhood. Players who register after  
the February 29 deadline will be placed where there are 
openings. There will be no exceptions.

Middle,•Major,•and•Pony•Leagues
For teams in these leagues, we feel it important to have competitive 
balance among all teams in each league. Each team will have 
players from throughout the city. Middle League is the first in  
which players are placed on teams based on skill. It should be 
clearly understood that we believe each player should have the 
experience of playing for a number of different coaches during the 
course of years playing ball in the EBSA.

July•Ball
After the end of the spring and early summer season we form new 
teams at the Middle, Major, and Pony level and play a July season  
in partnership with the Ken-Win baseball association. 

Fall•Ball
Fall Ball is offered to Middle Major and Pony League players.  
Fall Ball is one of the newest EBSA offerings and provides 
 motivated ballplayers the opportunity to stay on the field well 
 into the autumn.

Baseball•Fees•
(Important•New•Information•for•2008)

The Evanston and Skokie-Evanston fee for Rookie, Farm, 
Middle, Major and Pony Leagues is $110 for the first and $90 
for each additional child in one family. In all EBSA programs, 
scholarships are available for all Evanston and Skokie-Evanston 
residents who need them. (While we welcome players from 
other communities, we do not offer out-of-town scholarships.)
If you are not a resident of Evanston or Skokie-Evanston you  
are welcome to play in the EBSA. The fee for the regular season 
is $150. 
In addition, starting in 2008, each family is to include in their 
fee payment an additional $50 for 10 EBSA Raffle tickets. You 
will be free to sell these tickets for $5 each, as in the past, or 
to enter yourself in the EBSA Baseball and Softball Fest Raffle. 
The raffle is our most important fundraiser and we believe that 
having a terrific, fully-funded raffle will be the most efficient 
way to help stabilize our income and plan our budget. (Note 
that this will be $50 per EBSA family, not per-child.)

How•Teams•
are•Formed

(please•read•carefully)

3

Players between the ages of 8 and 14 who are interested in playing a competitive second 
season of baseball should try out for a spot on the EBSA age group traveling teams. The season 
starts in mid-June and continues through the first week of August.

We provide players with the coaching and training needed to produce strong, competitive 
baseball teams. For a child who enjoys baseball and a developmental track that can lead to high 
school play, the EBSA travel teams are ideal. 

8-Year-Olds:The•T-3•Program•
The entry point for the travel program is designed for boys 
and girls in the Farm League who will be 8 years old by 
August 31, 2008. Called Travel Training Team (T-3), this 
program includes eight advanced training sessions. Players 
receive instruction in all aspects of the game. All sessions 
are held at James Park. This has become a highly popular 
option since it was introduced four years ago. Given a parent 
volunteer willing to help, we can even play games against 
teams of ª8sº from other towns.

 Ages•9•through•12:•Age•Group•Travel•Teams–•
North•Shore•League•
Players who are nine through 12 are eligible to try out for the age group traveling teams. In 
order to qualify for play on the EBSA travel teams, players must also play in one of 
the regular EBSA leagues. Travel teams are formed in the spring and practice during the 
regular EBSA season. They are likely also to play a tournament during the house league season    
The teams practice hard, play hard, and enjoy the game. Note the information about playing 
age on page 2.

Ages•13•and•14:•All-Travel•Options
Players age 13 and 14 try out 
for the EBSA travel teams in the 
fall and participate in practice 
sessions through the winter. In 
the spring, teams are formed to 
compete in two travel options. 1)  
An all-travel option in which the 
team plays in the Mid-Suburban 
Baseball League in the spring 
and tournaments in the summer. 
2)  An option in which the team 
plays tournaments during the 
spring and in the North Shore League during the summer. Players on these teams are welcome 
to play on house league teams as well, but are not required to. In either case travel play would 
have priority over house league play.

In addition, assuming sufficient interest, the EBSA will field additional travel teams at the 13 
and 14-year-old age groups that will compete in the North Shore League after the house league 
season ends. This is the traditional model used for these age groups and could be ideal for 
multi-sport athletes.

This means the EBSA could have three travel teams in each of the two oldest age groups.

cont. on page 5

Baseball•Traveling•Teams•
(for•players•age•8•to•14)



Softball•Key•Contacts
Commissioner•••• Terry Dillon   tdillon@comcast.net
Tournament Teams •• Dan Managlia    managlia@comcast.net

How•Teams•are•Formed
In the Pigtail Division girls may sign up with one friend. In the Ponytail and Junior 
Divisions, teams are formed with the objective of evenness and balance. We try to 
keep teams together for two years.

Softball•Fees
The fee for all softball leagues is $110. This includes a uniform and all necessary 
equipment except the glove. Many players bring their own bats. Personal bats are 
shared with others on the team. 

In addition each family is to include an additional $50 to cover the cost of 10 EBSA 
Raffle tickets. You will  be free to sell these tickets for $5 each, as in the past, or to 
enter yourself in the EBSA Baseball and Softball Fest Raffle. The raffle is our most 
important fundraiser and we believe this will be the most efficient way to help 
stabilize our income and plan our budget. (Note that this will be $50 per EBSA 
family, not per-child.)

Can•I•Register•with•a•Friend?
Yes. In your registration you can stipulate that you would like to be on a team 
with a friend of your choosing, as long as that friend also requests you.  E-mail this 
information to the softball commissioner.
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For girls in grades three through eight, a rapidly growing sports option is fast-pitch softball. All teams play about 12 
games during the season and then participate in a playoff tournament. All games are played at 6 pm on weekdays. The 
season runs from May 19 to June 28. About half the games are played at James Park or Evanston Township High School, 
with away games played against teams from Skokie, Niles and Morton Grove.

EBSA will sponsor pitching classes and indoor practice sessions in the winter, so players are encouraged to Register Early 
so they can receive information about these opportunities.

For experienced players who would like to compete at an advanced level, the 
Evanston Baseball and Softball Association sponsors two fast-pitch softball travel 
teams. One is for girls 12- and under, the other is for girls 14-and-under. 

Our intention in forming traveling tournament teams is to develop squads 
that play as competitive a game of fast-pitch softball as possible. Tournament 
teams typically play five or more games over a weekend within driving distance 
from home. Tryouts are in the fall with team members chosen based on skill 
and commitment to the game. Practices take place all winter, with up to nine 
weekend tournaments scheduled from May through July.

Tryouts for the 2008 tournament teams were held early in the fall of 2007. If you 
are interested in playing in this very rewarding program you should contact the 
coaches immediately.

Softball•
Tournament•Teams

Getting•Started:•
Rookie•Baseball
The youngest possible entry 
point to fast-pitch softball is the 
EBSA Rookie League, the baseball 

program for boys and girls age 5 and 6. With the exception of pitching, the basics 
of baseball and fast-pitch softball are nearly the same so a girl who has learned 
baseball will move easily and confidently to the fast-pitch softball program. (See 
Baseball Rookie League for details.)

7-Year•Old•Softball
For girls interested in getting an early start in softball, EBSA now has a softball 
option for 7-year-olds. This is a T-ball version of softball and a great way to get 
started in the game.

Pigtail•Division:•
For•girls•currently•in•3rd•or•4th•grade

Basic skills are emphasized and pitching is introduced. Girls use an 11º softball 
and pitch from 35 feet, with roster batting. A no-walk rule speeds up the game 
as coaches step in to pitch as needed. There are two games per week on Tuesday 
and Thursday with practices scheduled by coaches. Girls may sign up with a friend. 
Teams are kept together for two years. 

Ponytail•Division:•
For•girls•currently•in•5th•or•6th•grade

Players in this division typically have some softball experience but a few start 
at this age. Skills grow as girls learn to steal bases and pitch consistently. A 12º 
softball is used and pitching is from 40 feet, with roster batting. Games are on 
Monday and Wednesday, with practices scheduled by coaches. Teams are formed 
with the objective of evenness and balance. We try to keep teams together for  
two years.

Junior•Division:•
For•girls•currently•in•7th•or•8th•grade

Players learn finer points of the game including sliding, dropped third strike,  
and the infield fly rule as parts of the game. Girls have usually started to specialize 
in a position or two, with roster batting. Teams are formed with the objective of 
evenness and balance. Games are also played against Morton Grove, Skokie, and 
Niles. There will be two games per week, most likely on Monday and Wednesday, 
and occasionally on Sunday. 

Softball•Playing•Age
In the softball leagues, girls play according to their grade in school. For travel 
teams, the ªas ofº age is January 1, 2008.

Girls•Fast•Pitch•Softball•Leagues



Baseball•&•Softball•
Clinics•&•Camps

Free•“ Shake•off•the•Rust” •Baseball••
Clinic/Registration•Days•
The EBSA is pleased to offer our annual Shake off the Rust/Registration Clinics 
for Rookie and Farm League age players at Evanston Township High School.  
These are free clinics conducted for us by Evanston Pitch and Hit.  If you have 
not registered by mail, you can register at the clinics.  The dates and times for 
the clinics will be announced and well-publicized by e-mail and on our website.
 

Special•
Events•
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Picture•Days••
We will take pictures of all players 
and teams. Dates and times 
will be announced. Pictures are 
mailed directly to your home.

Baseball•and•
Softball•Fest
Saturday, June 7  
from 9 am to 5 pm
This is our annual celebration of 
the games of baseball and fast-
pitch softball. Most teams will be 

scheduled to play a game at James Park during the course of the day. There 
will be carnival games and T-ball for the youngsters, home run derby, the 
batting cage, and throwing games for older players. 

Raffle
Each EBSA family pays $50 in addition to the per-player registration fee. 
Each family is then free to either sell the tickets for their $5 face value, or 
keep them for entry in the annual EBSA raffle. Prizes are donated by local 
businesses and families. Drawing will be at 5pm on June 7 (rain or shine) 
to cap off Baseball and Softball Fest. This is our most important annual 
fund raising activity. The prizes are terrific, with lots of winners.

Grand•Slam•
Tourney•for••
8-Year-Olds
July 13
All players moving up to the 
baseball Middle League are 
invited to register and play 
in this two-day round robin 
tournament. Teams are formed 
from the youngsters who 
register. 

Baseball•Traveling•Teams•cont.•from•page•3

Jackie•Robinson•League
At the end of the house league season, we will also form teams to play against 
competition from the Jackie Robinson League in Chicago.  These Jackie Robinson teams 
offer higher-level competition for kids who might otherwise not play baseball in the 
summer.  We will form as many teams as necessary in the 11/12 and 13/14 age groups.

Travel•Team•Tryouts
Tryout sessions for the travel teams for ages 9 through 12  (and for 13 and 14s not 
participating in the all-travel option) will be held early in the spring. The dates and 
times will be well publicized through coaches, team parents, and e-mail. Tryouts will 
be held at James Park, or indoors, depending on weather. Tryouts for the age 13 and 14 
all-travel teams will be held each fall. 

Important: Players on EBSA travel teams should miss no more than one week of the 
season due to camp, vacation, or other commitments. We assume that a player who 
makes the commitment to travel ball will have baseball as his or her first athletic 
priority during the course of the travel season.

We will explain these matters again in a letter of agreement we will ask each  
parent whose child is trying out for a travel team to sign. If you are not in a position  
to meet the participation requirement, the July Ball program with our Ken-Win teams  
is an option.

Travel•Team•Off-Season•Workouts•
There will be free off-season workouts for players interested in playing on the travel 
teams. These workouts will be held at Evanston Township High School. 

How•Travel•Teams•are•Selected
Travel teams are selected by the travel team coaches for each age group. Several factors 
are considered, including participation in off-season workouts, quality of play during 
the regular EBSA season, quality of play during the formal evaluation sessions, and prior 
participation on EBSA travel teams. Other factors being equal, a player who has been in 
the EBSA will have preference over a player who is new to the association.

In keeping with our mission to help players learn the skills, values, and fun of baseball 
and fast-pitch softball, the EBSA offers off-season and in-season camps and clinics. 


